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Western Washington Unanimous Pick To Repeat As GNAC Volleyball Champions 
	

PORTLAND, Ore. – During the 2017 season, Western Washington was 

virtually unbeatable en route to the conference championship. This season, 

coaches expect nothing different. 

The Vikings collected all 11 first-place votes, becoming the unanimous pick 

to win the title again in the 2018 Great Northwest Athletic Conference 

Preseason Volleyball Coaches Poll. Western Washington received a 

maximum 121 points in the poll after going 27-4 overall last year and tied the 

GNAC single-season wins mark with a 19-1 conference record. 

Central Washington, which tied for third last year, is picked second with 106 

points. The Wildcats received all but two second-place votes. Simon Fraser is 

picked third with 91 points while Alaska Anchorage and Northwest 

Nazarene are tied for fourth in the poll with 82 points. 

Seattle Pacific is selected sixth with 72 points. The Falcons are followed by Alaska (49 points), Concordia (47 points), Montana State Billings (29 points), 

Western Oregon (24 points) and Saint Martin’s (23 points). 

Western Washington is ranked No. 5 in the AVCA Division II Preseason Coaches Poll and has the potential for a special season with the return of six 

starters from last year’s championship run. The Vikings lost just once during the GNAC season, at Northwest Nazarene on Sept. 16, and proceeded to 

build a 20-match win streak before falling to Cal State San Bernardino in the NCAA West Regional final. Western Washington led the GNAC and ranked 

14th in Division II with 14.25 kills per set. The team’s 20.39 digs per set was fourth nationally and its .249 hitting percentage was 12th. 

Senior outside hitter Abby Phelps leads five WWU returners back from last year’s squad. The 2017 GNAC Player of the Year and All-American ranked 

sixth in Division II with 12.87 attacks per set, 12th with 4.93 points per set and 14th with 4.31 kills per set, leading the GNAC in all three categories. She 

led a WWU squad that led the GNAC and ranked 18th nationally with a .249 hitting percentage.  

Phelps is joined by two other First Team All-GNAC performers in senior setter Brette Boesel and senior middle blocker Michaela Hall. Boesel led the 

GNAC and was 11th in Division II with 11.72 assists per set while Hall was fifth in the GNAC and 24th nationally with 1.24 blocks per set. All three were 

GNAC Preseason All-Conference selections with Phelps named the GNAC Preseason Player of the Year. 

Also back for the Vikings is senior libero Aubrey (Buckner) Stephens, who was an Honorable Mention All-GNAC selection last year, and junior middle 

blocker Joslyn Bopray. The team also welcomes back junior middle blocker Kayleigh Harper, who did not play in 2017. Harper finished with a .358 

hitting percentage and 0.60 blocks per set in 2016, earning All-GNAC and All-American accolades. 

Central Washington used a combination of solid net presence and defense to earn its sixth consecutive trip to the NCAA West Regional last season. The 

Wildcats led the GNAC and finished second in Division II with 2.77 blocks per set while compiling a .204 hitting percentage. Defensively, the Wildcats 

were second in the GNAC with a .159 opponent’s hitting percentage. 

  - MORE - 

 

 

2018 GNAC Preseason Volleyball Coaches Poll 
 
Team (1st Place Votes) 2017 Record (GNAC) Pts. 
1. Western Washington (11) 27-4 (19-1, 1st) 121 
2. Central Washington 19-10 (14-6, tie 3rd) 106 
3. Simon Fraser 15-13 (12-8, 5th) 91 
4. Alaska Anchorage 19-11 (14-6, tie 3rd) 82 
    Northwest Nazarene 25-5 (16-4, 2nd) 82 
6. Seattle Pacific 15-13 (10-10, 6th) 72 
7. Alaska 12-17 (5-15, tie 8th) 49 
8. Concordia 13-14 (8-12, 7th) 47 
9. Montana State Billings 9-21 (5-15, tie 8th) 29 
10. Western Oregon 7-20 (3-17, 11th) 24 
11. Saint Martin’s 9-19 (4-16, 10th) 23 
 

Points awarded on 11-10-9-8-7-6-5-4-3-2-1 basis. 
 



GNAC Volleyball Preseason Release • Aug. 17, 2018 2 
 

Senior outside hitter Shelby Mauritson finished sixth in the GNAC last year with 3.59 kills per set and was 11th in Division II with 12.29 attacks per set. 

She will lead the Wildcats on offense as will senior outside hitter Madison Weg, who had a .206 hitting percentage while averaging 1.66 kills per set. Both 

Mauritson and Weg were GNAC Preseason All-Conference Team selections. Senior middle blocker Sara Joffs will step into the spot vacated by graduated 

All-American Sabrina Wheelhouse. Joffs amassed a .143 hitting percentage while averaging 1.07 blocks per set, seventh in the GNAC. Experienced senior 

libero Kyla Morgan also returns after finishing fifth in the GNAC with 5.11 digs per set. 

Picked third in this year’s poll, Simon Fraser finished a competitive fifth in the standings in 2017 after earning its first NCAA West Regional berth in 2016. 

The Clan proved a solid all-around team, ranking second in the GNAC and 16th in Division II with 19.32 digs per set while also ranking third in the 

conference in kills (13.29 per set) and assists (12.76 per set). Simon Fraser returns one of the league’s most experienced lineups with six starters and 11 

players back. 

Senior middle blocker Tessa May leads the way after earning First Team All-GNAC and AVCA Honorable Mention All-American honors. May finished 

second in the GNAC and 19th in Division II with a .366 hitting percentage while averaging 2.83 kills per set. Her 1.08 blocks per set was seventh in the 

GNAC. May and sophomore setter Julia Tays both earned Preseason All-GNAC nods. Tays averaged 9.10 digs per set to finish fifth in the GNAC while 

adding 2.34 digs per set. The Clan also return junior middle blocker Angelica Kilberg, the GNAC Co-Newcomer of the Year, and Honorable Mention 

All-GNAC libero Jayme Bratsberg. 

Northwest Nazarene and Alaska Anchorage tied for fourth in preseason poll voting. The Nighthawks are coming off one of their best seasons as a 

Division II member with a 25-5 overall record, and opened the season with a 16-match win streak. Northwest Nazarene led the GNAC and was 15th in 

Division II with 13.42 assists per set. The Nighthawks were also second and among the Division II top-30 in hitting percentage (.244) and kills per set 

(13.91). 

While earning a No. 19 ranking in the AVCA Preseason Coaches Top-25, the Nighthawks have a lot of holes to fill with the graduation of four key 

starters, including All-Americans Madi Farrell and Kendra Bodine. Senior outside hitter Cami Heninger will be looked at to pick up much of the 

offensive load. The Preseason All-GNAC selection finished with a .201 hitting percertage and averaged 1.94 kills per set last year. Senior libero Shayli 

Siegfreid paces the defense after she averaged 4.45 digs per set last year.  

Likewise, Alaska Anchorage will look to fill some key holes in the lineup to supplement a strong core of three returning starters. The Seawolves averaged 

12.66 kills and 2.06 blocks per set en route to its fifth consecutive postseason appearance. The team also led the GNAC and ranked 42nd in Division II 

with 1.74 aces per set. 

Senior outside hitter Chrisalyn Johnson will step into a bigger leadership role with the UAA offense with the departure of All-American Leah Swiss. An 

Honorable Mention All-GNAC selection in 2017 and a Preseason All-GNAC choice in 2018, Johnson averaged 3.05 kills and 2.47 digs per set. Junior 

middle blocker Vanessa (Hayes) Boyer and senior middle blocker Tara Melton provide a solid presence at the net. Boyer averaged 1.65 kills per set and 

amassed a .256 hitting percentage while Melton, the Co-GNAC Newcomer of the Year, averaged 1.46 kills and 0.97 blocks per set. The Seawolves also 

welcome back setter Casey Davenport, who was the 2017 GNAC Freshman of the Year and earned Preseason All-Conference honors. 

Picked to remain in sixth place, Seattle Pacific improved by four wins last year under first-year head coach Abbie Wright. The Falcons excelled at the net, 

finishing third in the GNAC and 48th in Division II with 2.14 blocks per set. Seattle Pacific averaged 12.54 kills per set and held opponents to a .180 

hitting percentage. 

First Team All-GNAC outside hitter Gabby Oddo leads four returning SPU starters. The junior averaged 3.50 kills per set in 2017, ranking seventh in the 

GNAC, while adding 1.68 digs per set. Senior setter Symone Tran was an Honorable Mention All-GNAC choice last year and joined Oddo on the 

Preseason All-Conference Team. Tran was third in the GNAC and 51st in Division II with 10.32 assists per set. Senior middle blocker Shaun Crespi 

provides a strong net presence, averaging 1.83 kills and 1.14 blocks per set last year. 

 

 

  - MORE - 

 



GNAC Volleyball Preseason Release • Aug. 17, 2018 3 
 

Coaches expect a leap in the standings from Alaska, picked to finish seventh after tying for ninth last year. The Nanooks were the most improved team in 

the GNAC in 2017, finishing at 12-17 after going 3-24 the year before. Alaska finished third in the GNAC with a .206 hitting percentage while averaging 

12.59 kills per set. 

To continue the upward trend, however, will require younger players to step up after the loss of four starters. Junior middle blocker Kim Wong led the 

way. The Honorable Mention All-GNAC and Preseason All-Conference selection finished sixth in the GNAC with her .306 hitting percentage while 

averaging 1.62 kills per set. Sophomore outside hitter Lahra Weber performed strong as a freshman, averaging 2.39 kills and 1.88 digs per set. 

Concordia finished just short of its third consecutive winning season as a GNAC member at 13-14. The Cavaliers were fourth in the GNAC in assists 

(12.07 per set), kills (12.80 per set), blocks (2.07 per set) and aces (1.38 per set) last year while compiling a respectable .192 hitting percentage. 

The Cavaliers will be led by a pair of outside hitters that are being expected to step into leadership roles. Senior Tori Johnson averaged 1.34 kills per set 

after starting 14 matches last year while junior Jessica Wheeler averaged 1.39 kills per set. Senior middle blocker Britt Beyer hopes to be a larger 

presence at the net after finishing with 1.29 kills and 0.71 blocks per set. 

Picked ninth, Montana State Billings struggled to a 9-21 overall record with a very young lineup. The Yellowjackets averaged 11.37 kills per set and had a 

.160 hitting percentage and was fifth in the GNAC with 18.06 digs per set. 

Youth last year translates to more experience in seven returning starters for the Yellowjackets in 2018. Sophomore libero Izela Alvarez earned Honorable 

Mention All-GNAC honors and was named to the Preseason All-Conference Team after she averaged 5.76 digs per set and finished fifth in the GNAC 

with 0.33 aces per set. Senior middle blocker Miranda McConnell and senior defensive specialist Taylor Sherman will be looked to for leadership while 

sophomore Maddi Vigil is the team’s top returning hitter after averaging 3.19 kills per set. 

Western Oregon hopes that four returning starters and 10 returning players will lift the Wolves to a higher spot in the standings. The team is led by senior 

opposite Mariella Vandenkooy, who finished last year with 2.84 kills per set and a .204 hitting percentage. The Wolves return a solid combination of 

setters in seniors Leila Holt and Maddie Mehciz. Holt averaged 7.02 assists per set while Mehciz averaged 5.08 assists per set. 

Saint Martin’s welcomes back six players, four of which were starters in 2017. The group is led by senior outside hitter Rachel Gondrezick, who finished 

with averages of 2.65 kills and 1.19 digs per set. The offense will be further bolstered by senior outside hitter Megan Vernoy, who averaged 2.09 kills per 

set, and sophomore Emily Gooding, who averaged 1.49 kills per set as a freshman. 

The 2018 season begins on Thursday, Aug. 23, with five conference teams participating in tournaments in Portland, Anchorage and Hawaii. All 11 teams 

will be in action on Friday, Aug. 24. Conference play begins on Tuesday, Sept. 4, when Western Oregon hosts Concordia. 

GNAC Volleyball Team Capsules Follow On Next Page  
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2018 GNAC Volleyball Teams At A Glance 
 
 
 
 

ALASKA  
Head Coach: Brian Scott (Weber State, 2007, 21-62, 4th Season) 
Assistant Coach: Robbie Berrett 
2017 Overall Record: 12-17  Conference Record (Finish): 5-15 (Tie 8th) 
Players Returning: 8   Starters Returning/Lost: 2/4 

Returning Starters: Lahra Weber (OH, So., 258 kills, 2.39 kills per set, .180 hitting pct., 1.88 digs per set, 39 blocks), Kim Wong (MB, Jr., Honorable Mention All-
GNAC, 172 kills, 1.62 kills per set, .306 hitting pct., 56 blocks, 0.53 blocks per set). 

Other Key Returners: Gabby Lerma (OH, Jr., 201 kills, 2.23 kills per set, .188 hitting pct., 17 aces, 1.67 digs per set), Sarina Mancari (Libero, So., 0.67 digs per set), 
Markie Miller (OH, So., 230 kills, 2.42 kills per set, .199 hitting pct., 1.28 digs per set, 26 blocks, 0.27 blocks per set), Emily Moorhead (MB/OH, So., 22 kills, 0.76 kills 
per set), Tatum Upchurch (OH, So., Redshirt in 2017). 

Key Losses: Maddie Davis (OH), Jenna Hickel (Libero), Rachel Nichols (S), Riley Podowicz (MB). 

Key Freshmen: Zoey Keene (S/RS, 5-10, Anchorage, Alaska – South Anchorage), Makena Overbey (Libero, 5-8, Fontana, Calif. – Los Osos), Taylor Overn (S/RS, 
5-7, Portland, Ore. – Westview), Beaudine Vereweij (MB, 6-3, Weert, The Netherlands – Peelpush 2 Team). 

Key Transfers: Shenglan Chen (OPP, 6-0, Jr., Shanghai, China – Indian Hills CC, Iowa). 

 

ALASKA ANCHORAGE 
Head Coach: Chris Green (Nebraska, 1991, 212-83, 11th Season) 
Assistant Coach: Sheldon Carvalho 
2017 Overall Record: 19-11  Conference Record (Finish): 14-6, Tie 3rd) 
Players Returning: 67  Starters Returning/Lost: 3/4 

Returning Starters: Chrisalyn Johnson (OH, Sr., Honorable Mention All-GNAC, 372 kills, 3.05 kills per set, .150 hitting pct., 31 aces, 2.47 digs per set, 54 blocks, 
0.44 blocks per set), Vanessa (Hayes) Boyer (MB, Jr., 200 kills, 1.65 kills per set, .256 hitting pct., 25 aces, 99 blocks, 0.82 blocks per set), Tara Melton (MB, Sr., 
GNAC Co-Newcomer of the Year, 169 kills, 1.46 kills per set, .217 hitting pct., 113 blocks, 0.97 blocks per set), Casey Davenport (S, So., GNAC Freshman of the 
Year, 884 assists, 7.75 assists per set, 21 aces, 2.42 digs per set). 

Other Key Returners: None. 

Key Losses: Leah Swiss (OH), Anais Vargas (OH), Keala Kaio-Perez (Libero). 

Key Freshmen: Eve Stephens (MB, 6-0, Palmer, Alaska – Colony). 

Key Transfers: None. 

 

CENTRAL WASHINGTON 
Head Coach: Mario Andaya (Central Washington, 1993, 356-259, 23rd Season) 
Assistant Coach: Chloe Solum, Shelby Schreier 
2017 Overall Record: 19-10  Conference Record (Finish): 14-6 (Tie 3rd) 
Players Returning: 10  Starters Returning/Lost: 4/2 

Returning Starters: Shelby Mauritson (OH, Sr., First Team All-GNAC, 413 kills, 3.59 kills per set, .161 hitting pct., 24 aces, 3.632 digs per set, 63 blocks, 0.55 
blocks per set), Gabrielle Aihara (S, Jr., 591 assists, 5.14 assists per set, 28 aces), Sara Joffs (MB, Sr., 144 kills, 1.41 kills per set, .253 hitting pct., 109 blocks, 1.07 
blocks per set), Madison Weg (OH, Sr., 191 kills, 1.66 kills per set, .206 hitting pct., 97 blocks, 0.84 blocks per set), Kyla Morgan (L/DS, Jr., 588 digs, 5.11 digs per 
set, 20 aces). 

Other Key Returners: Makala Swart (OH, So., 50 kills, 1.52 kills per set, .158 hitting pct., 21 blocks, 0.64 blocks per set). 

Key Losses: Sabrina Wheelhouse (MB), Maggie McTaggart (OH). 

Key Freshmen: Madison Lee (OH, 5-8, Spokane, Wash. – Mead), Lexi Schamadan (OH, 5-10, Phoenix, Ariz. – Scottsdale Christian Academy), Kylee Yamashita 
(MB, 6-1, Pukalani, Hawaii – Kamehameha Maui), Sarah Absalonson (S, 5-6, Spokane, Wash. – Mead). 

Key Transfers: Leanna Shymanski (MB, 6-0, So., Kennewick, Wash. – Eastern Washington Univ.). 
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CONCORDIA 
Head Coach: Melanie Hambelton (Portland State, 1982, 155-93, 10th Season) 
Assistant Coaches: Kaio Nahale-a, Lexie Skalbeck 
2017 Overall Record: 13-14  Conference Record (Finish): 8-12 (7th) 
Players Returning: 7   Starters Returning/Lost: 3/5 

Returning Starters: Tori Johnson (OH, Sr., 134 kills, 1.34 kills per set, 40 blocks, 0.48 blocks per set), Jessica Wheeler (OH, Jr., 106 kills, 1.39 kills per set, 12 aces, 
20 blocks, 0.26 blocks per set), Britt Beyer (MB, Sr., 98 kills, 1.29 kills per set, .186 hitting pct., 54 blocks, 0.71 blocks per set). 

Other Key Returners: Karly Enster (OH, Jr., 99 kills, 1.80 kills per set, 13 blocks), Faith Bowman (DS, Sr., 139 digs, 1.70 digs per set). 

Key Losses: Lindsey Dorsey (OPP), Colby Barnette (MB), Michele Brown (S), Anna Dols (DS), Allie Spear (OH). 

Key Freshmen: Camille Guerrero (OH, 5-10, Portland, Ore. – Central Catholic), Saige Weaver (OPP, 5-10, Ventura, Calif. – Grace Brethren), Callie Wilkins (OH, 5-
10, Clackamas, Ore. – Clackamas), Puni Mavaega (MB, 6-2, San Francisco, Calif. – Sacred Heart Cathedral). 

Key Transfers: Precious Helekahi (S, 5-8, Jr., Hana, Hawaii – Feather River JC). 

 

MONTANA STATE BILLINGS 
Head Coach: Casey Williams (West Alabama, 2012, 16-44, 3rd Season) 
Assistant Coach: Carly Wehling 
2017 Overall Record: 9-21  Conference Record (Finish): 5-15 (Tie 8th) 
Players Returning: 9   Starters Returning/Lost: 7/0 

Returning Starters: Izela Alvarez (Libero, So., Honorable Mention All-GNAC, 622 digs, 5.76 digs per set, 59 assists, 36 aces), Maddi Vigil (OH, So., 329 kills, 3.19 
kills per set, .179 hitting pct., 18 aces, 3.25 digs per set, 30 blocks, 0.29 blocks per set), Bayli Monck (RS, So., 253 kills, 2.43 kills per set, .193 hitting pct., 1.03 digs 
per set, 57 blocks, 0.55 blocks per set), Miranda McConnell (MB, Sr., 154 kills, 1.45 kills per set, .170 hitting pct., 62 blocks, 0.68 blocks per set), Taylor Sherman 
(DS, Sr., 76 kills, 14 aces, 226 digs, 2.31 digs per set), Alexa Smythe (S, So., 364 assists, 7.00 assists per set, 1.60 digs per set), Kylee Clarke (S, So., 678 assists, 
8.92 assists per set, 19 aces, 2.25 digs per set). 

Other Key Returners: Katie Campbell (OH, Sr., 60 kills, 2.04 digs per set). 

Key Losses: Hali Ehresmann (OH), Jordan Mix (OH). 

Key Freshmen: Riley Moore (OH, 6-2, Loomis, Calif. – Del Oro), Skylar Reed (OH/RS. 5-11, Buckeye, Ariz. – Youngker), Eavan Taylor (MB, 6-2, Richardson, Texas 
– L.V. Berkner). 

Key Transfers: None. 

 

NORTHWEST NAZARENE 
Head Coach: Doug English (Cal State Northridge, 2004, 107-31, 5th Season) 
Assistant Coach: Kinslie TeKolste 
2017 Overall Record: 25-5  Conference Record (Finish): 16-4 (2nd) 
Players Returning: 10  Starters Returning/Lost: 3/4 

Returning Starters: Shayli Siegfreid (Libero, Sr., 489 digs, 4.45 digs per set), Cami Heninger (OH, Sr., 211 kills, 1.94 kills per set, .201 hitting pct., 1.02 digs per set, 
37 blocks, 0.34 blocks per set), Natalie Knauf (MB, Sr., 60 kills, 44 blocks, 0.41 blocks per set). 

Other Key Returners: Lexi Ward (So., 15 kills, .316 hitting pct., 7 blocks), Abbey Blum (OH, So., 1.38 kills per set, 1.38 digs per set), Kayla Sale (OH, Jr., 43 digs), 
Megan Nelson (S, Jr., 90 assists, 3.91 assists per set, 1.30 digs per set), Jess Brennis (35 kills, 1.46 kills per set, 37 blocks, 0.34 blocks per set). 

Key Losses: Kendra Bodine (OH), Madi Farrell (MB), Mari Thomas (OH), Hailey Cook (S). 

Key Freshmen: Mattisyn Cope (MB, Rathdrum, Idaho – Lakeland), Jaidyn Kinneveauk (MB, Eagle, Idaho – Eagle), Cayla Owen (Libero, Colorado Springs, Colo. – 
Cheyenne Mountain), Natalie Sullivan (OH, Boise, Idaho – Bishop Kelly), Tayler Markland (MB, Cave Creek, Ariz. – Cactus Shadow), McKenzie Lee (S, Eagle, Idaho 
– Eagle). 

Key Transfers: Brooke Foster (OH, R-Fr., Boise, Idaho – Univ. of Montana), Casey Kispert (S, So., Edmonds, Wash. – Seattle Pacific Univ.). 
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SAINT MARTIN’S 
Head Coach: Jon Killingbeck (Central Washington, 2007, 15-37, 3rd Season, 89th Year Overall, 73-128) 
Assistant Coaches: Lauren Herseth, Joe Holland, Taylor Virtue 
2017 Overall Record: 9-19  Conference Record (Finish): 4-16 (10th) 
Players Returning: 6   Starters Returning/Lost: 4/3 

Returning Starters: Rachel Gondrezick (OH, Sr., 262 kills, 2.65 kills per set, .140 hitting pct., 1.19 digs per set, 41 blocks, 0.40 blocks per set), Emily Gooding 
(RS/OH, So., 115 kills, 1.49 kills per set, .182 hitting pct., 20 aces, 49 blocks, 0.64 blocks per set), Megan Vernoy (RS/OH, Sr., 203 kills, 2.09 kills per set, .162 hitting 
pct., 46 blocks, 0.49 blocks per set), Courtney Misner (DS/L, 258 digs, 2.87 digs per set, 23 aces). 

Other Key Returners: Ililani Kamaka (RS/OH, 13 kills, 11 digs), Jordan Keane (S, Jr., 165 assists, 4.02 assists per set). 

Key Losses: Hannah Neumann (DS/L), Rebecca Mitchell (OH), Nicolette Nesbitt (S). 

Key Freshmen: Bridgette Bourgouin (MB, 6-1, Chino Hills, Calif. – Chino Hills), Alyssa Barlett (S, 5-7, Salida, Calif. – Josepha A. Gregori), Hannah McKee (S, 5-11, 
Highland, Calif. – Loma Linda Academy). 

Key Transfers: Molly Cichosz (OH, 6-2, Sr., Auburn, Wash. – Loyola Univ., Maryland). 

 
SEATTLE PACIFIC 
Head Coach: Abbie Wright (Biola, 2010, 2nd Season, 15-13) 
Assistant Coaches: Korrin Wild, Kin Yun, Carolyn Farny 
2017 Overall Record: 15-13  Conference Record (Finish): 10-10 (6th) 
Players Returning: 9  Starters Returning/Lost: 4/3 

Returning Starters: Gabby Oddo (OH, Jr., First Team All-GNAC, 396 kills, 3.50 kills per set, .219 hitting pct., 21 aces, 1.68 digs per set, 40 blocks, 0.35 blocks per 
set), Symone Tran (S, Sr., Honorable Mention All-GNAC, 1,176 assists – 10.32 assists per set, 54 kills, .241 hitting pct., 2.89 digs per set, 60 blocks, 0.53 blocks per 
set), Shaun Crespi (MB, Sr., 126 kills, 1.83 kills per set, .162 hitting pct., 79 blocks, 1.14 blocks per set), Amanda Ganete (Libero, Sr., 468 digs, 4.63 digs per set, 15 
aces). 

Other Key Returners: Maddie Batiste (OPP, So., 14 kills), Jaeden Hooker (OH, Jr., 11 kills), Nicole Tchabanov (MB, Jr., 104 kills, 1.33 kills per set, 90 blocks, 1.15 
blocks per set), Gabi Stegemoller (MB, So., 86 kills, 1.59 kills per set, .162 hitting pct., 43 blocks, 0.80 blocks per set), Mallie Donohoe (OH, Jr., 264 digs, 2.40 digs 
per set, 21 aces), Katie Mansfield (L/DS, Jr.). 

Key Losses: None. 

Key Freshmen: Erin Gould (OH, 5-10, Kent, Wash. – Kentwood). 

Key Transfers: Taylor Alicuben (S, 5-9, Jr., Hilo, Hawaii – Highline CC), Hailey Gaines (OPP, 6-0, Sr., Mission Viejo, Calif. – Concordia-Irvine). 

 

SIMON FRASER 
Head Coach: Gina Schmidt (Oregon State, 2002, 79-56, 6th Season) 
Assistant Coach: Rob Gowe 
2017 Overall Record: 15-13  Conference Record (Finish): 12-8 (5th) 
Players Returning: 11  Starters Returning/Lost: 6/1 

Returning Starters: Tessa May (MB, Sr., First Team All-GNAC, AVCA Honorable Mention All-American, 292 kills, 2.83 kills per set, .366 hitting pct., 13 aces, 111 
blocks, 1.08 blocks per set), Jayme Bratsberg (Libero, Sr., Honorable Mention All-GNAC, 519 digs, 5.30 digs per set, 32 aces), Angelica Kilberg (MB, Jr., GNAC 
Newcomer of the Year, 109 kills, 1.40 kills per set, .269 hitting pct., 46 blocks, 0.59 blocks per set), Kirsten Pinkney (OH, Jr., 255 kills, 3.15 kills per set, .152 hitting 
pct., 25 blocks, 0.31 blocks per set), Betsie de Beer (OH, Jr., 205 kills, 2.59 kills per set, .172 hitting pct., 2.30 digs per set, 44 blocks, 0.56 blocks per set), Julia Tays 
(S, So., 874 assists, 9.10 assists per set, 2.34 digs per set). 

Other Key Returners: Katerina Dolguikh (DS/L, Jr., 409 digs, 3.93 digs per set), 27 aces), Bianca Te (DS/L, So., 187 digs, 2.05 digs per set, 15 aces), Nicole 
Chevrier (MB, Jr., 47 ills, 10 blocks). 

Key Losses: Christine Howlett (OH), Madison Power (MB). 

Key Freshmen: Tyra Anderson (OH, 5-7, Surrey, B.C. – Earl Marriott). 

Key Transfers: None. 
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WESTERN OREGON 
Head Coach: Tommy Gott (Chico State, 2012, 17-37, 3rd Season) 
Assistant Coach: Kady Forbes  
2017 Overall Record: 7-20  Conference Record (Finish): 3-17 (11th) 
Players Returning: 10  Starters Returning/Lost: 4/2 

Returning Starters: Mariella Vandenkooy (OPP, Sr., 233 kills, 2.84 kills per set, .204 hitting pct., 43 blocks, 0.52 blocks per set), Leila Holt (S., Sr., 674 assists, 7.02 
assists per set, 253 digs, 2.64 digs per set, 16 aces), Maddie Mehciz (S, Sr., 315 assists, 5.08 assists per set, 128 digs, 2.06 digs per set, 15 aces), Sierra Stultz 
(OH, So., 121 kills, 1.78 kills per set, 13 aces, 2.09 digs per set). 

Other Key Returners: Jenna Compton (OH, Jr., 166 kills, 1.77 kills per set, .165 hitting pct., 35 blocks, 0.37 blocks per set). 

Key Losses: Alisha Bettinson (OH), Sydney Blankinship (MB), Katherine Huntington (MB). 

Key Freshmen: Anna Gable (MB, 5-11, Boise, Idaho – Timberline, Krista Omlid (MB, 5-10, Monmouth, Ore. – Central), Descinda Slaughter (OH, 6-0, Eugene, Ore. – 
North Eugene), Aubrey Stanton (S, 5-7, Camas, Wash. – Camas). 

Key Transfers: Trista Woelfle (OPP, 6-4, So., Longmont, Colo. – Notre Dame de Namur). 

 

WESTERN WASHINGTON 
Head Coach: Diane Flick-Williams (Washington, 1993, 394-103, 19th Season) 
Assistant Coaches: James Suh, Bryce Larson, Brad Saindon 
2017 Overall Record: 27-4  Conference Record (Finish): 19-1 (1st) 
Players Returning: 10  Starters Returning/Lost: 6/1 

Returning Starters: Brette Boesel (S, Sr., First Team All-GNAC, AVCA Honorable Mention All-American, 1,266 assists, 11.72 assists per set, 58 kills, 24 aces, 267 
digs, 2.47 digs per set, 47 blocks, 0.44 blocks per set), Joslyn Bopray (MB, Jr., 150 kills, 1.39 kills per set, .211 hitting pct., 157 blocks, 1.45 blocks per set), Aubrey 
(Buckner) Stephens (DS/L, Sr., Honorable Mention All-GNAC, 568 digs, 5.26 digs per set, 47 blocks, 0.44 blocks per set), Michaela Hall (MB, Sr., First Team All-
GNAC, 292 kills, 2.70 kills per set, .310 hitting pct., 134 blocks, 1.24 blocks per set), Kayleigh Harper (MB, Jr., Did Not Play In 2017. 2016: 303 kills, 2.83 kills per set, 
.358 hitting pct., 107 blocks, 1.07 blocks per set), Abby Phelps (PIN, Sr., GNAC Player of the Year, AVCA First Team All-American, 466 kills, 4.31 kills per set, .271 
hitting pct., 33 aces, 4,81 digs per set, 65 blocks, 0.60 blocks per set). 

Other Key Returners: Alison Davenport (PIN, So., 20 aces, 30 digs), Taylor Lyall (PIN, Sr., 5 kills), Mae Thungc (DS/L, Jr., 2 aces, 6 digs).  

Key Losses: Joellee Buckner (PIN), Arielle Turner (PIN). 

Key Freshmen: Malia Aleaga (S, 5-7, Burien, Wash. – Kennedy Catholic), Rylee Horn (PIN, 5-11, Gig Harbor, Wash. – Bellarmine Prep), Calley Heilborn (PIN, 6-1, 
Auburn, Wash. – Auburn Riverside), Tupu Lologo (DS/PIN, 5-7, Federal Way, Wash. – Federal Way), Anna Maracich (MB, 6-0, Auburn, Wash. – Auburn Riverside), 
Kasey Woodruff (DS/L, 5-6, University Place, Wash. – Curtis). 

Key Transfers: None. 

 


